Finn State Championships 2025

The South Australian Finn State Championships were run over the weekend of 15t and 2™
November.

We had 15 entries from three states (South Australia, Victoria and Western Australia).

An informal welcome night was held with pizzas and drinks enjoyed by all as the sun set
over a sparkling gulf. Unfortunately, that was probably the best weather we saw for the
weekend.

The fleet hit the water on Saturday and was able to get in three races in variable breezes
from 5-7 knots ranging from southwest to southeast.

The evenness of the fleet was demonstrated both by the fact that there were three
different heat winners in each of the three races as well as some very mixed “snakes
and ladders” results. The racing was as intense and tight as usual in these regattas.

Heat winners were Andrew Coutts, Lewis Davies and Tim Ede. Saturday night saw a
dinner at the ASC Restaurant where the camaraderie that marks our class was on full
display and a great time was had by everyone.

Sunday was one of those regatta days that we have all endured before. “Will we or
won’t we” and a lot of waiting. Heavy cloud, thunder, and consistent lightning followed
by a very solid 30+ knot front ended the opportunity to have any more racing.

That meant that the results at the end of Saturday were final and saw Lewis Davies take
his first Finn Championship after a very dedicated 12 months of training and attending
regattas in Australia and Europe. Lewis won on countback from the very consistent
Richie Robertson. The usual tenacious effort from Andrew Coutts saw him finishin a
well deserved third position.

Darren McPherson was the first South Australian in a solid fifth overall.

Congratulations to the podium winners and thank you to all who participated,
particularly those who travelled from Victoria, with a special mention to Stuart Skeghs
who put in a round trip from Western Australia from the event.

As always, thank you to our race officers Malcolm Hughes and Laura Hughson and to all
of the Adelaide Sailing Club volunteers who enable these regattas to take place. We
are all looking forward to more sailing and Finn camaraderie in the upcoming New South
Wales State Championships, Victorian State Championships and Sail Brisbane leading
up to the events in February in Brisbane.



